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PUT DOWN THE TYRANTS!

e
They never {21l who die in & great cause ;
The block nay soak their gore,
Their heads may sodden 10 the sun—their limbs
be strung to city gaies
And castle wally, but still theie spirit walks abroad
Thuugh vears elapse, aud others share as dark a
doam,
It but angments the deep’and sweeping thonght
Whieh verpowers all others, and which eonducts
The world at last to freedom, Bynok,

People of Canada! Remember that the
hlod of martyrs in the cause of Freenoy
calls aloud for vengeance at your hands.
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AMABLE DAUNAIS.
[ Ezecuted for High Treason at Monireal
15th Feb., 1839.]

Amanre Davyars was born in 1819, of |
a good family; and resided at Ruissean des
Noyers i the Parish of Ste. Marguerite
de Blairfindie, County of Laprairie, Lower
Canada. Of his political career we know
pothing,  According to the nformation
we can collect from people who knew him,
he was a quiet uwnollending voung man,
behaving himsell very decently,and having
the good will of all his acquaintances.

‘I'hie first time that his name was brought
hetore the publie, was as being coneerned
10 the pretended murder of aspy named
Joseph Armand dit Chartrand, who was
put to death on the 271h day of Novem-
her 1887, when the County of Lacadie
was in open rebellion against the Faglish
government, This young man actuated |
by his noble patriotism, had also resorted
v arms to deliver his eountry from British
The patriots were organizing
i the County of Lacadie with the inten-
tion of joining the patriot forces at St
Charles,whose defeat they had not learned,
Chatrand bad enlisted in the wvolunteer
corps whiclh had been formed at St, Johns,
and was sent to spy out the movements ol
the patriots,nt the First Grand Line where
was the general rendez-vous—these,finding
that o spy was among them, and that lie
had even uttered violent threats against
them, resolved that he shoold meet the
fate he deserved! ami he met that fate,
Soch was the transaction for which ashort
ume afterwards, the suhject of this hiogra.
phy was arrested, He laid the whole win-
ter in jail, and when Lord Durham issoed
lis pretended amnesty, Mr. Daunais with
several others, were excluded on account
ol the charge of the murder of Chartrand
hrought against him. Weshall not now
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wiscuss the merits of the question, whether
it was really a murder or not. Of the
personal appearance of the prisoner at the
bar, a pamphlet which we have be-
fore us, says: *“ Amable Daunais is about
20 years of age,of a small stature, his looks
are decent, and he has nothing extraordin,
ary about him. His color is rather dark
and his features are far from being insigni-
ficant,"  Such was the appearence of Mr,
Daunais when he appeared before the in-
quisition under the unjust accusation of
murder. All the proofs that could be ad-
duced against him, were brought forward
Among the erown witnesses was one man
named Etienne Langlois of Lacadie who
tad torned Queen’s evidence, The pri-
saner was defended by Mr. William Wal,
ker and Mr. Charles Mondelet, both law-

vers o the greatest talents of the city of| soners,

Montreal. ‘The Solicitor General who

was the prosecotor for the Crown, !md‘

made at the beginning of the trial, 2 long

|doubt,

in which the unfortunate aflair had wken
place, was in open rebellion against the
government and was seeking all means
I to overthrow that government; that Char-
trand was a spy sent purposely by the to.
ries to ascertain the number of the patri
ots, as also their means of defence; that he
had openly bragged that the First Grand
Line, where the patriots were assembling,
would be burnt in a few davs;—that un-
der all those circumstances Chartrand had
come among the patriots, who in those
times of complete anarchy, acknowledging
not the British government, but on the
contrary looking atit as their common ene-
my, thought it advisable to take all
necessary precantion, not to be defeated in
their plans of resistance; and that instead
of hanging Chartrand as is always the
fate awarded to a spy, they had shot him.
All these things Mr, Mondelet offered as
ineontrovertible arguments. He consent-
el that the Crown might, with more hon-

| sty of purpose, try the prisoners for High

T'reason, but not [or murder

M:. Abraham Bechard one of the mos,
respectable men of the County of Lacadie,
gave his testimony as to the wioral character
of the subject of this biography in the
tollowing words: ** Mr, Daunais is a kind
and very fine young man.” Mr. Louis De.
fayette, who unfortunately is a state pri-
soner this year, gave his restimony in fa-
vour of Mr. Daunais as follows: * I know
Mr. Daunais from his childhood, he has
always been a very mild and honest young
man,”

That the decensed was a spy employed
by the British to watch all the movements
ol the patriots, was established beyond a
A very respectable old man, from
the same place where Chartrand resided,
came t@Court and swore as fullows, * |
knew Chartrand, he did not bear the
character of an honest man, Mr, David
Roy had spent some days with Lim at St.
Jolins and one evening Chartrand beat
him uomercifully. Afterwards Chartrand
begged Mr. Roy to excuse his conduct. |

{met him the next day and he asked me

 how was Mr. Roy. Itold him that he

tought to know better than I, as he had

nearly killed him the previons day, Char.
trand answered that that was nol all, and
that there were other things thal he would
soon do. He had the reputation of being
a spy, and was enlisted ampeng the volun-
teers.”

Mr. Jacob Bouchard was next called,
and he gave his testimony that Chartrand
was very much dreaded about Lacadie,
that he was a regular spy, and that he had
boasted that he would kill and burn all in
Lacadie.

That the whole County of Lacadie was
in a complete state of anarchy, was proved
by the testimonics of twn inveterate tories,
Dr. Quesnel and Mr, Archambeanlt, both
of Lacadie. '

As soorf as the testimonies in behalf of
llhc ptisoners, had been concluded, the At-
wrner General ina long speech, urged
upon the jury to find the prisoners * guilty
of wilful murder.” Aceording to the Attor-
ney General, Mr. Nicholas whose bio-
graphy we shall soon give, was the princi-
pal actor and Mr. Daunais and others
were accomplices, but the jury not forget-
ful of their obligations towards the Su-

ity towards their country, alter a deliber-
Ia!inn of an hour and a half, brought in an
’numimous verdict of acquittal to the pri.
Immediately signs of approbation
| were given by the people present. Mr.
Walker then rose and asked for the pro-
| tection of the Court in behalf of the pri-

[ furbidden sixteen othiers, o enter the Pros
vince under |saan‘ of death; and devoted
eight others to an ignominious death wvn-
der the ridiculovs and false pretence that
they were murderers. Such was Lord
Durham’s clemency and lenity,

Mr, Daunais being returned to his fami-
ly after an imprisonment of eight months,
little thovght of taking an active partin
the revolutionary movements which took
place’in the month of November tollowing.
During hislong and tedious incarceration
he had sufficient time to reflect on the sad
predicament in which his heloved country
would be placed as long as it should re-
main under British misrvle. He had how-

eities of jailers, who have illustrated their
profession,  Oh, Sir John! Si John! you
shall no doubt be more distioguished lor
brutal meaniess thun as a military Chiel.

With some others of the prisoners, |
was [vd by the jailer on paying him $4
per week. If we took a glass of spirituous
liquor of which we were in great need, we

ever decided to take no active part and
keot aloof from all parties. But the trying
day was at hand, the signal had been giv-
en aud his countrymen were again nobly
contending for liberty. His heart was too
generous 1o behold such a spectacle with-
out sharing the dangers of the contest,
He then joined the patriots, but not as
was falsely sworn, at Napierviile.
While the patriots were armed, it iz suffi-
ciently proved to the minds of sl candid
men who read the testimonies in behal! of
the prisoner that he never set his foot in
Napierville during the whole time it was
in the possession of the patriots, It was
then on false testimony that this unfortus
nate young man was condemned to death
So much was he devoted to his country’s
cause that he did not breathe a v urmur
when the terrible sentence ol death was
officially announced to him. Inmore than
one instance he had faced death; he had
known that persecution was rife against
him and that his neck was before-hand de-
voted (o the lalter; knowing all these
things he expected that nothing short of
the sacrifice of his life, would satis(y Sir
John Colborne and his bloody Court Mar-
tial,

He prepared for death, and on the ter-
rible day with his unfortunate companions
he mounted tiie scallold of death with great
firmness. And wonld it not have been
surprising that being in the company ol
the BRAVE, GENEROUS-HEARTED and ILL-
raten DE LORIMIER, he should not
have been animated by the heroic examples
Mr. DE LORIMIER and Brigadier-
General HINDELANG were giving to
their fellow-martyrs?  Arrived va the scal-
(uld Mr, Daunais relused to speak, and as
soon as his brethren in misfortnne were
prepared for the awiul moment, they were
launched into the air,to go and seek refoge
‘n the unseen world against tyranny and
despotism. It was on the 15th. February
that this young martyr offered bis life on
the gibhet for the ransom ol his beloved
cougtry. Thus at the tender age of twen-
tv years, has perished a youngy man of
good moral habits and of a peaceable and
honorable life.  On faise testimonies dicta-
ted by the wrath of the bloody and vindie-
tive Sir John Colborne, was this young |
man sacrificed in the prime of life. He
perished some few months later than the
hypoeritical, vain and bombastic Durham
had doomed him to die.

This reminds vs of the sad times of

had also to pay very dear forit. Very
anon a great number of us finding the price
too high, managed it so as to have our
victuals from the city. But a greater num.
ber of our fellow prisoners, having no
means in their power, were obliged to feed
themselves on the 1 & 1-2 Ibs, of bread
which is given by government to the felons
and murderers, a3 well as to the poiitica)
prisoners, T'his portion is sufficient to
prevent a man from dying of hunger.
However there were men whose sto~
machs requiring more food ,oltentimes were
taking their scanty ratio at their breaklast
meal and remained the rest of the day
without a single mouthful, & who in some
instances became deranged lor want of pro-
per nourishment.  The baker of the jail is
so Jittle watched that oftentimes his bread
is not well baked, or has not the requisite
weight, The water is furnished vs from
a pump, but many a tie, have we heen
without this necessary article owing 1o the
pump being out of order, A ward sometime
ago was 26 hours without a gingle drop of
water; and what is extremely diszusting
to any reasonable being, is, that the pumps
are placed in the privies, from which we
are obliged to take all the water we use
for drinking or fur washing. A sociely of
ladies of this city, whose patriotism de-
serves the greatest praise, has furnished
daily for twomonths past, soup 10 those
unfortunate men who have but one pound
and a hall of bread to live upon,

The government is obliged to furnish
felons and morderers confined in
their jails, with a straw~bed, and a blanket
and a quilt, but these lavors were granted
at first to but a few political prisoners, It
was not till some time alter my captivity
that I could procure even a miserable straw-
bed, which I used until a friend from the
city sent me & better one.

The greater number of us were forced
to sleep on the bare floor, a piece of wood
under the head and without any covering
whatever ; and this was continued for two
months and a half. T believed that for a
month since all the prisoners have had
straw~beds, The coll has produced the
most dreadful effects.  Already many of us
have felt the influence of those terrible pri-
vations, and two prisoners, Messra, Drolet

the

for the County of Vercheres, are near their
death, & throw the fault upon those whose
duty it was to oversee and know how
the prisoners were treated.

Such was the harsh treatment inflicied

*08 in Ireland when the poor unfortunate
| Philip Fardy was executed for mur.

upon 800 prisoners, before they had been

| |convicted of any crime, and even before

|dering persoms unknown. As no reaj

'rcrime could be brought against

[ Trunslated for the North Americas. ]
(coNTIKUED.)

prisoners, they put a great number

him, |

JOURNAL | "T'his conduct isquite in opposition to their
OF A POLITICAL PRISONER. |

any magistrate whatever knew the nature
of the accusations brought against them,

preme Being, and feeling their responsibii- | they had reeourse o surmises and forgery. l and agaiust many of whom no affidavits
e e o ————

had been made.

tremiment towards one ol their loysl volun-
teers, who had been in jail. He was justly

|acr:used of murder, having shot a young
As the dungeons end cells were full of |child, 8 years old, at Riviere du Chene;
ina

but it must be remembered that the child

appesl 1o the religious feeling of the jury- | soners as the tories had openly threatened | ward destined for the debtors and also ir'|JI belonged to a Radical, '}'!;ia prisoner had
aen, and tokl them that if they did not! that if they were acquitted, they (the|the chapel. [Iu this last appartment of a-|the use of the whole jail, asalso of the

return & verdiet of * guilty™ sgainst the

tories) would massacre them,

accused, the departed spirit of Chartrand | quest was granted and the next morning ' many as 98 wretched men, shut up with--'I
would pursve them night and dav to take ! gach of thase unfortunate prisoners was ' put beds or bedding in the moet inclement | time alter the arrests began 10 be made,

revenge. Twenty one witnesses were in the midst ol their respective families, | season of the year, sud without the means
heard against the prisoners, after which ! who had been much alarmed at their trial. | of keeping themseives alean. As il they!
Mr. Mondelet in an elogquent speech, de- | So ended the Durhem persecution, who|had not enosgh of misery and privations,

)

His re-!bout 40 feet hy 50, there have been as| vard, the same as if he had been a debtor,

One of the politiesl prisoners a short

senf a petition to Sir Jobn Colborne, tell-
ing him of the dreadful state to which we
were reduced, and apprising His Excelien-

monsirated to the Court and jury that an | gnder the pretence of being generovs 10-! (he suthorities ordered that the windows | ¢y ‘Ihat we were wotally deprived of all
affair of the deseription of the one gow be- | wards the Canadians people, hed bnnishfdl{.cing the St. Lawrence river should teligious consolation. Two montAg after

and Amiot, both members of Parliameny |

fore the Court, could not be called a mur- | eight of our countrymen from home -mi!l-e closed and sil instruments of music, | His Excellency sent an answer ithat be
der; that in November 1837, the County country without sny form of trial; and . which might divert their gloomy thoeghts, | would iake the subject into Ais most sers-
(were strictly pohibited.  History has re~ ous consideration. Sit John has said right;
‘orded as n trait of cruel barbarity, the | the consideration is so sersous that it lasts
conduet ol that juiler, who, secing one of | yet, and will probably last until his sue-
his prisoners taking pleasure in taming s | cessor shall take his place.
spider, killed the innocent subject of his|priests of St. Sulpice Seminary have visi-
prisoner’s amusement. I we remain for | ted us some few days back, and they told
some time yetin this jail, we shall have |vs that they had leave to come and admin-
fine pages 1o add 1o the history of the cru- | ister religions comforts to the prisoners.

However t wa

IBul all this does nnt change our diet,
which consista of bread and water, and
|dm-s not purifly the air of our cells, which
is very infectious,

We had a great deal to suffer from the
insolence of the turn-keys of the Juil, who
wanted to treat us as felons; we had also
a great deal to bear from the impolite and
arbitrary conduet of many of the military
officers, who for a long while, visited the
jail.

Tyrants always find good reasons for
persecuting the defenceless & their fears al_
ways excite their hatred and persecution
A prisoner (Mr. 8. Marchessault) had
passed his time in moulding small lead
cannons of few inches long which he had
completely rigged. This was discovered by
some indiscreet persons who immediately
apprised the authorities of the terrible fact;
fear augmented the number as well as the
size ol the cannons, The Sherifl made
haste towards the jail and caused a con=
siderable noise about thia nonesense ; a
thorough visit was made all over the ward
whereit was said that cannons had been
cast; the onc accused of having cast the
cannons, was threatened with being put in
irons, and all this stir for a plaything which
had been made 1o amuse a small ehild who
was then visiting his father, But this is
not all ; rumor had spread all over the City
thateannons were cast in jail, that powdey
had been furvished to the prisoners by
means of loaves ol bread in which it had
been secreted, and that at & certain hour of
the night, the prisoners were to fire upon
the sentries, and that by this coup de
main we were to oblain the keys of the jail
and thereby make our escape, The sen-
tiies in consequence received orders 10 be
on the qui vive, and 10 keep a good watch
on the windows. The result of all this noise
was that no sentry is yet killed and that we
are yet in jail. 1 should not be surprised il
the Sheriff or the Jailer should be made
Knight of thesgarter, or of the MOST
HONORABLE JMilitary Order of the
Bath, for this grand exploit in erushing
such a mighty conspiracy against the ter_
der government of HER 6 MOST MA4-
TERNAL o MAJESTY,

It was through fear that they increased
the number of the sentries, and the guard
in jail; it was through fear that they plac—
ed sentries not only out of the jail, but also
at the door of each ward, where there are
prisoners; it was through fear that new
iron-grates were added and that the door
ol each ward was plated anew with sheet—
iron. 1 would here relate the story of a
fire which was very near consuming this
jail some days since, but the people would
believe that I was writing a novel, and
would hardly creditit; so | abstain from
speaking of it. It suffices for me to say
that nearly all the troops of the ¢ity, the
magisirates, the Sheriff, & all the avthor-
ities, came to {ulfil each their part of this
comedy which might be intituled ** peo-
ple frightened out of their senses.” When
we were first imprtisoned, we could not
obtain the icave of having paper, igk, pen,
pencils, penkoives, either to write 1o our
lamilies or to take notes. With time this
excessively rigorons order was partly re-
calied, or at least the prisoners were not
watched so closely as ihey were at the be-
ginning. We were not sllowed then to re~
ceive letlers nor 1o read news-papers, or see
our friends, Now we can write or receive
letters, bul they must pass through the
hands of the Attorney General: they seem
1o allow us the perusal of newspapers
but as to oor [riends, we cannot see them.,
No doubt oor condition is better than it
was at the beginning of our incarceration,
but still we are in duress, ard do not

know what fate awaits us, The greater
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